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H o w  c a n  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  p r i n c i p l e s  b e
u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  a p p l i e d  t o  L i l o n g w e ’s  b u i l t 
e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  m o r e  s a f e t y 
a n d  s e c u r i t y  a t  n i g h t ?
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LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY
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LILONGWE
393	  Sqkm
1.4M	 Inhabitants
5%	  Population growth
8.5M	 Expected population in 2050
GDP	  330 $ per capita
HDI	  0.476 (170/183)

MALAWI
16.7M Inhabitants
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LIGHT MAP COMPARISONS
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L I L O N G W E J O H A N N E S B U R G L A G O S B E I R A N A I R O B I B A S E L
1 . 4  M  P P L .
3 9 3  S Q K M

4 . 4  M  P P L .
1 , 6 4 5  S Q K M

2 2 . 7  M  P P L .
1 , 0 0 0  S Q K M

0 . 4 4  M  P P L .
6 3 3  S Q K M

3 . 1  M  P P L .
6 9 6  S Q K M

0 . 1 8  M  P P L .
2 4  S Q K M
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M A C R O - L E V E L

M E S O - L E V E L

M I C R O - L E V E L

LAYER 1

SOCIETY

LAYER 2

SPACE & USE

LAYER 3

COMMUNITY
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SOCIAL SECURITY
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“ W h a t  a t t r a c t s  p e o p l e  m o s t ,  i t 
w o u l d  a p p e a r,  i s  o t h e r  p e o p l e . ” 

–  W I L L I A M  H .  W H Y T E
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SOCIAL SECURITY
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“ … t h e r e  m u s t  b e  e y e s  u p o n  t h e  s t r e e t , 
e y e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h o s e  w e  m i g h t  c a l l 

t h e  n a t u r a l  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .  [ … ]
t h e  s i d e w a l k  m u s t  h a v e  u s e r s  o n  i t  f a i r l y 
c o n t i n u o u s l y,  b o t h  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  n u m b e r 

o f  e f f e c t i v e  e y e s  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  t o 
i n d u c e  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  b u i l d i n g s  a l o n g  t h e 

s t r e e t  t o  w a t c h  t h e  s i d e w a l k s  i n
s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r s . ”

–  J A N E  J A C O B S ,  T H E  D E AT H  A N D  L I F E  O F  G R E AT  A M E R I C A N  C I T I E S  ( 1 9 6 1 ) 
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„ P r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  c r i m e  a n d
v i o l e n c e – f e e l i n g  s e c u r e :

L i v e l y  p u b l i c  r e a l m ;
E y e s  o n  t h e  s t r e e t ;

O v e r l a p p i n g  f u n c t i o n s  d a y  a n d  n i g h t ;
G o o d  l i g h t n i n g ”

–  J A N  G E H L ,  1 2  K E Y  Q U A L I T Y  C R I T E R I A  F O R  P U B L I C  S PA C E S

1 0

SOCIAL SECURITY
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SPATIAL INFLUENCE

I N  W H AT  W AY S  C A N  S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y  B E 
I N F L U E N C E D  B Y  S PA C E ?

1 1

L I V E LY  S PA C E
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SPATIAL INFLUENCE

I N  W H AT  W AY S  C A N  S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y  B E 
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6AM

11PM

L I V E LY  S PA C E A R O U N D - T H E - C L O C K
U S E
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SPATIAL INFLUENCE

I N  W H AT  W AY S  C A N  S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y  B E 
I N F L U E N C E D  B Y  S PA C E ?

L I V E LY  S PA C E N E I G H B O R SA R O U N D - T H E - C L O C K
U S E

S A F E  S P O T S
( P o l i s  S t a t i o n  /  S t u d i o  G a n g )

C O M M U N I T Y 
PAT R O L

1 1
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“For a gir l  i t  is safe to walk in the dark 
between 6 - 8 PM. After that you might 

meet bad people.”
–  C h i f u m i r o  |  R e s i d e n t  i n  C h i n s a p o  ( s e l f - p l a n n e d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  L i l o n g w e )
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LILONGWE

1 4

INT. AIRPORT

INDUSTRY

CHINSAPO

OLD TOWN

CAPITAL HILL
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NIGHTLY HOTSPOTS

1 4

INT. AIRPORT

INDUSTRY

CHINSAPO

2

3

4

5

OLD TOWN

CAPITAL HILL

Sunrise
6:09 AM

Sunrise
5:06 AM

Sunrise
5:35 AM

Sunset
5:28 PM

Sunset
5:53 PM

Sunset
6:20 PM

TODAY
July 1, 2017

EARLIEST
November 18

LATEST
January 29

Area 43/10
$$$ Residential

Bwandilo
$/$$ Bars/Clubs

Four Seaons
$$$ Bar/Restaurants

Culture Club
$ Bars/Clubs

Chinsapo Market
$ Groceries/Food/Drinks
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CASE STUDIES |  AREA 43/10
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http://www.shunya.net/
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P R E S E N TAT I O N
S T R U C T U R E
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C O N T E X T

T H E O RY

C A S E  S T U D I E S

R E S U LT S  &  O U T L O O K

	 L o c a t i o n  &  G e o g r a p h y
	 H i s t o r y  &  D a t a

	 S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y
	 S p a t i a l  I n f l u e n c e

	 P l a c e s

	 R e s u l t s  &  L e a r n i n g
	 O u t l o o k 
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W h a t  c h a n g e  h a p p e n s  o v e r  t i m e  /  w i t h  n e w 
g e n e r a t i o n s ?
H o w  c a n  w o r k i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  b e  u t i l i z e d  a n d 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s / c o n t e x t s ?
W h i c h  s p a t i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  c a n  i n t e g r a t e 
t h e m  i n  t h e  b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t ?

R E S U LT I N G 
Q U E S T I O N S
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CHANGE OVER TIME

W H AT  C H A N G E  H A P P E N S  O V E R  T I M E  / 
W I T H  N E W  G E N E R AT I O N S ?

2 5

M o r e  m o t o r i z e d  i n d i v i d u a l  v e h i c l e s  /  h i g h e r  e l e c t r i c i t y  s u p p l y

R i s i n g  ‘ n e e d ’  o f  n i g h t  a c t i v i t i e s  /  c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t y

M o r e  s e c l u s i o n  /  g a t e d  a r e a s  /  c o n d o m i n i u m s

M o r e  n i g h t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s e l f - p l a n n e d  s e t t l e m e n t s  t h r o u g h 
h i g h e r  d e n s i t y  &  i n a b i l i t y  t o  c o m e  t o  c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t s

H i g h e r  c r i m e  p o t e n t i a l  e m b r a c e d  b y  s e c l u s i o n  &  i n e q u a l i t y
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p o l i c i n g ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  s o c i a l  c a p i t a l , 

c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n v o l v e -
m e n t  l o c a l  k e y  p l a y e r s  &  c o m m u n i t i e s , 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  m e c h a n i s m s ,

f o c u s  o n  v u l n e r a b l e  g r o u p s ,  g r e a t e r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e v a l u a t i o n s 

e q u a l ,  j u s t ,
i n c l u s i v e ,  e m e r g i n g 
s o c i e t y  /  e c o n o m y

S O C I E T Y
m a c r o - l e v e l

H O W  C A N  W O R K I N G  P R I N C I P L E S  B E  U T I L I Z E D /
T R A N S F E R R E D  T O  O T H E R  A R E A S / C O N T E X T S ?
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SPATIAL INTERVENTIONS

W H I C H  S PAT I A L  I N T E R V E N T I O N S  C A N
I N T E G R AT E  T H E M  I N  T H E  B U I LT  E N V I R O N M E N T ?

C o m m u n i t y
M i c r o - S c a l e

- s a f e  s p o t s / a x e s
–  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n

–  f o s t e r  c o m m u n i t y 
b y  s p a c e

L A R G E  S C A L E 
D E V E L O P M E N T

S PA C E
M A K I N G

U R B A N 
A C T I V I S M

BRT

… …
LAND-USE

PLANS
PERMEABILITY

FUNCTIONAL
MIX

DIVERSIFY
USE

TAKE OVER 
SPACE

COMMUNITY-LED
ACTIONS

MULTI-FLOOR
INTERACTION

STREET LAYOUT/ 
LIGHTENING
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T h o r o u g h  a n a l y s i s  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  c i t i e s

D e t a i l  p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s  o f  L i l o n g w e

Te s t  a n d  p r o v e  c o n c e p t s  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y

I n t e g r a t i o n  i n  w o r k  /  p l a n s
H o w  t o  a p p r o a c h  s o - c a l l e d  “ N o - G o - A r e a s “  w i t h o u t 
f e a r ? 

O U T L O O K  &
N E X T  S T E P S
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O P E N 
Q U E S T I O N S

C a n  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  p r i n c i p l e s  c o u n t e r a c t 
c r i m e  a n d  i n e q u a l i t y,  i f  u t i l i z e d  c o r r e c t ?
I s  a  s h i f t  t o w a r d s  a c t i v e  f a c a d e s ,  l e s s  w a l l s , 
a n d  m i x e d - u s e  a r e a s  r e a l i s t i c  /  d o a b l e ?
W h a t  a p p r o a c h e s  e x i s t  i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  / 
w h a t  w o r k s ,  w h a t  c o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e ?
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U R B A N  F R A M E W O R K
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